
 
 

 
 

Evening Prayer 

April 17, 2024 

Wednesday after the Third Sunday of Easter 
PETER WILLIAMS CASSEY & ANNA BESANT CASSEY, PRIEST, 1917 (Transferred)  

 

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the 
evening sacrifice.        (Psalm 141:2) 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

 

Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
  

http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/peter&annie_cassey.html


 
 

 
 

O Gracious Light  Hymnal 1982 #26 

O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you the Father's glory shone. 
Immortal, holy, blest is he, 
and blest are you, his holy Son. 
 
Now sunset comes, but light shines forth, 
the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 
Praise Father, Son, and Spirit: God 
who dwells in the eternal light. 
 
Worthy are you of endless praise, 
O Son of God, Life-giving Lord; 
wherefore you are through all the earth 
and in the highest heaven adored. 

Psalm 119: He  BCP p. 766 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, * 
and I shall keep it to the end. 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 

Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
for that is my desire. 

Incline my heart to your decrees * 
and not to unjust gain. 

Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
give me life in your ways. 

Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
which you make to those who fear you. 

Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
because your judgments are good. 

Behold, I long for your commandments; * 
in your righteousness preserve my life. 

Psalm 119: Waw  BCP p. 766 

Let your loving-kindness come to me, O LORD, * 
and your salvation, according to your promise. 

Then shall I have a word for those who taunt me, * 
because I trust in your words. 



 
 

 
 

Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth, * 
for my hope is in your judgments. 

I shall continue to keep your law; * 
I shall keep it for ever and ever. 

I will walk at liberty, * 
because I study your commandments. 

I will tell of your decrees before kings * 
and will not be ashamed. 

I delight in your commandments, * 
which I have always loved. 

I will lift up my hands to your commandments, * 
and I will meditate on your statutes. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 

The First Lesson Col. 1:15-23 

A Reading from the Letter to the Colossians. 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through 
him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. And you who were once estranged and hostile in 
mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so 
as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him— provided 
that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting 
from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed 
to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Canticle 18. A Song to the Lamb  Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

Splendor and honor and royal power * 
are yours by right, O God Most High, 

For you created everything that is, * 
and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 
a royal priesthood to serve our God. 

And so, to the One who sits upon the throne, * 
and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 
for ever and for evermore. 

The Second Lesson Matt. 3:13-17 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew. 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 
this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to 
him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.”  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Canticle K. A Song of Our Adoption  Ephesians 1:3-10 

Blessed are you, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, * 
for you have blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places. 

Before the world was made, you chose us to be yours in Christ, * 
that we should be holy and blameless before you. 

You destined us for adoption as your children through Jesus Christ, * 
according to the good pleasure of your will, 

To the praise of your glorious grace, * 
that you have freely given us in the Beloved. 

In you, we have redemption through the blood of Christ, * 
the forgiveness of our sins, 



 
 

 
 

According to the riches of your grace * 
which you have lavished upon us. 

You have made known to us, in all wisdom and insight, * 
the mystery of your will, 

According to your good pleasure which you set forth in Christ, * 
as a plan for the fullness of time, 

To gather together all things in Christ, * 
things in heaven and things on earth. 

 

 

Peter Williams Cassey, first person of color ordained in The Episcopal Church 
west of the Mississippi River (1866); first African American rector in North 
Carolina (1881). 

 

Bishop Edwin Gardner Weed eulogized Peter Williams Cassey, saying, "He was a 
remarkable teacher . . . He was broad-minded, an omnivorous reader, a clear 
thinker. His devotion to the Church and his untiring pastoral work brought many 
into the Church . . . A devout servant of the Lord, a Christian, a true and faithful 
pastor . . . The poor and the sick will miss him, and the example of his life will lead 
many to the Cross." 

 

 

We share reflections on the day’s scripture and readings. 
   What do you notice? 
   What is speaking to you? 
   What difference does it make? 
 Paul writes “…all things have been created through him and for him…” 
  How are our we living for him today? 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful. 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 



 
 

 
 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before 
the great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Peter 
Williams Cassey and Anna Besant Cassey and all your saints, entrusting one 
another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

The Collect of the Day (transferred) 

O God of justice and mercy, we remember before you your servants Peter 
Williams Cassey and Anna Besant Cassey, who, in the face of slavery and 
discrimination, gave the blessings of education and spiritual haven to the 
marginalized; Grant us to be fearless in the face of injustice and to work for 
blessings that will touch those whom the world does not count of value; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our 
companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you 
as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake 
of your love. Amen. 

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon 
us the spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace 
may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

We offer intercessions and thanksgivings from our heart 

either silently or aloud or in the chat function. 
 

We pray for healing for those on the parish prayer list, including: Allison, Amy, 
Bill, Bruna, Lydia Cedrone, Jarvis Cribb, Bishop Michael Curry, Ann Daily, David, 
Anthony Steven DeCrosta, John DeNatale, Dorothy, David & Marilyn Fieldhouse, 
Joan Finn, Linda Forcellese, Claudette Forss, Connor Gallagher, Lester Hartman, 
Jane, Jeanne, Jeffrey, Jerry, Joan, John, Debra Katt-Lloyd, Charlie Kelley, Ken 



 
 

 
 

Leach, Linda Leavis, Josh Lunger, Kevin MacKenzie, Jen Miles, Jim & Sara 
Murphy, T.A.N, Katya Papatla, Pat & Joe, Jane Pennacchia, Muriel Peters, Mo 
Pollman, Joe Talty, Bill & Jan Walsh, Vicki Wegweiser and Kelly Wood. 

I ask your prayers for the departed. Tonight, we especially remember Janet Billow 
who passed away Monday. Janet is the mother of parishioner Aimee Forsythe. May 
Janet, and the souls of all the dearly departed, rest in peace. 

The General Thanksgiving  BCP p. 101 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.     Romans 15:13 


