
 
 

 
 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church Evening Prayer 

January 17, 2024 

Wednesday after the Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Antony, Abbot in Egypt, 356 
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If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is 
not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both 
alike. (Psalm 139:10,11) 
 

Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
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O Gracious Light 

O gracious light, 
 pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
 O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
 and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
 we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
 O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
 and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 

Psalm 119: He  BCP p. 766 
 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, * 
and I shall keep it to the end. 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 

Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
for that is my desire. 

Incline my heart to your decrees * 
and not to unjust gain. 

Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
give me life in your ways. 

Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
which you make to those who fear you. 

Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
because your judgments are good. 

Behold, I long for your commandments; * 
in your righteousness preserve my life. 

 

Psalm 119: Waw  BCP p. 766 
 

Let your loving-kindness come to me, O LORD, * 
and your salvation, according to your promise. 

Then shall I have a word for those who taunt me, * 
because I trust in your words. 

Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth, * 
for my hope is in your judgments. 

I shall continue to keep your law; * 
I shall keep it for ever and ever. 

I will walk at liberty, * 
because I study your commandments. 



 
 

 
 

I will tell of your decrees before kings * 
and will not be ashamed. 

I delight in your commandments, * 
which I have always loved. 

I will lift up my hands to your commandments, * 
and I will meditate on your statutes. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Lessons 
 

The First Lesson Hebrews 6:1-12 
A Reading from the Book of Hebrews. 

Therefore let us go on toward perfection, leaving behind the basic teaching about 
Christ, and not laying again the foundation: repentance from dead works and faith 
toward God, instruction about baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection of the 
dead, and eternal judgment. And we will do this, if God permits. For it is 
impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened, 
and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have 
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, and 
then have fallen away, since on their own they are crucifying again the Son of God 
and are holding him up to contempt. Ground that drinks up the rain falling on it 
repeatedly, and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is cultivated, 
receives a blessing from God. But if it produces thorns and thistles, it is worthless 
and on the verge of being cursed; its end is to be burned over.  

Even though we speak in this way, beloved, we are confident of better things in 
your case, things that belong to salvation. For God is not unjust; he will not 
overlook your work and the love that you showed for his sake in serving the saints, 
as you still do. And we want each one of you to show the same diligence so as to 
realize the full assurance of hope to the very end, so that you may not become 
sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

A Song of Jonah  Jonah 2:2-7,9 
 

I called to you, O God, out of my distress, and you answered me; * 
out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice. 

You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, * 
and the flood surrounded me; all your waves and billows passed over me. 



 
 

 
 

Then I said, “I am driven away from your sight; * 
how shall I ever look again upon your holy temple?” 

The waters closed in over me, the deep was round about me; * 
weeds were wrapped around my head at the roots of the mountains. 

I went down to the land beneath the earth, * 
yet you brought up my life from the depths, O God. 

As my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, O God, * 
and my prayer came to you, into your holy temple. 

With the voice of thanksgiving, I will sacrifice to you; * 
what I have vowed I will pay, for deliverance belongs to the Lord! 

 

The Second Lesson John 3:22-36 
 

A Reading from the Gospel According to John. 
After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he spent 
some time there with them and baptized. John also was baptizing at Aenon near 
Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept coming and were being 
baptized —John, of course, had not yet been thrown into prison. Now a 
discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and a Jew. They came 
to John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, to 
whom you testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” John answered, 
“No one can receive anything except what has been given from heaven. You 
yourselves are my witnesses that I said, I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent 
ahead of him.’ He who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. 
For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs 
to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is 
above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his 
testimony. Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is true. 
He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without 
measure. The Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands. Whoever 
believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but 
must endure God’s wrath.  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32 
 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 



 
 

 
 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

“Whenever a large crowd such as this came to his cell, Antony was never put out. He 
listened patiently to all they had to tell him and treated each person gently and with 
immense courtesy. And they recognized that the Living Word informed all his actions 
and his every utterance. Among those who came to him were many who had all 
manner of afflictions both of mind and body; and Our Lord healed them by the hand 
of this blessed man. Moreover God graced his words to them so that everyone found 
consolation and fresh strength to suffer their particular lot. The sick endured their 
illness in patience, the proud became humble, the arrogant changed their ways at the 
very sight of such a holy man. He used to tell them: “We should own nothing 
superfluous but love Christ alone: neither possessions, nor family, not even our own 
soul. For if God himself did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for our sins, 
how much more just is it that we, having tasted and known his Divine grace, should 
surrender our souls to him. And this we should do, not for his sake for that is not 
what is wanted; but save our very lives!” 

 

We share reflections on the day’s scripture and readings. 
   What do you notice? 
   What is speaking to you? 
   What difference does it make? 
   “He must increase, but I must decrease” 
    How do you see God “increasing in your life? 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



 
 

 
 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrages A 
 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 



 
 

 
 

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant 
that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the 
radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the 
ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Antony, Abbot in Egypt, 356 
 

O God, as you by your Holy Spirit enabled your servant Antony to withstand the 
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil; so give us grace to follow you 
with pure hearts and minds, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
A Collect for Peace 
 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just 
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that 
our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered 
from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies 
of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
A Prayer for Mission 
 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest 
to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love’s sake.  Amen. 
 

We offer intercessions and thanksgivings from our heart 

either silently or aloud or in the chat function. 

 

Emmanuel Prayer List 

Aimee, Bob Allen, Rod Allen, Allison, Amy, Bill, Janet Billow, Bruna, Lydia 
Cedrone, Jarvis Cribb, Bishop Michael Curry, David, John DeNatale, Dorothy, 
Susan Doucette, Ethan, David & Marilyn Fieldhouse, Joan Finn, Claudette Forss, 



 
 

 
 

Connor Gallagher, Lester Hartman, Jane, Jeanne, Jeffrey, John, Debra Katt-Lloyd, 
Ken Leach, Linda Leavis, Josh Lunger, Kevin MacKenzie, Matt, Mary Muir, Jim & 
Sara Murphy, T.A.N, Frederic Oder, Katya Papatla, Pat & Joe, Jane Pennachhia, 
Mo Pollman, Mike Salvatore, Joe Talty, Bill & Jan Walsh, Vicki Wegweiser and 
Kelly Wood. 

 

The General Thanksgiving  BCP p. 101 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  BCP p. 102 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   Romans 15:13 


