Evening Prayer

January 7, 2026
Harriet Bedell, Deaconess and Missionary (1969)

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ. Philippians 1:2

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
in eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.


http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Bedell.htm

O Gracious Light

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the ever-living Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Psalm 93

1 The Lord is King;

he has put on splendid apparel; *
the Lord has put on his apparel
and girded himself with strength.

2 He has made the whole world so sure *
that it cannot be moved;

3 Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; *
you are from everlasting.

4 The waters have lifted up, O Lord,
the waters have lifted up their voice; *
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

5 Mightier than the sound of many waters,
mightier than the breakers of the sea, *
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.

6 Your testimonies are very sure, *

and holiness adorns your house, O Lord,
for ever and for evermore.

Psalm 96

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.



4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

14. Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit: *As it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen

The Lessons
The First Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:4-9

A Reading from 1 Corinthians

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been
given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in
speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you
walit for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is



taithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Canticle N. A Song of God’s Love: 1 John 4:7-11

Beloved, let us love one another, *for love is of God.

Whoever does not love does not know God, *for God is Love.

In this the love of God was revealed among us, *that God sent his only Son
into the world, so that we might live through Jesus Christ.

In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us *and sent his
Son that sins might be forgiven. Beloved, since God loved us so much, *we
ought also to love one another. For if we love one another, God abides in us,
*and God’s love will be perfected in us.

The Second Lesson

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew Matthew 5:43-48

‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.” But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the
unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do
not even the tax-collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and
sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the
same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

17. The Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



Harriet Bedell (1969), Deacon and Missionary

Harriet Bedell, an Episcopal Church Deacon, served Indian tribes in Oklahoma, remote areas of
Alaska, and in Florida. Her work included caring for the poor and sick, organizing social
services for the tribes, providing education for women and children, and offering religions
instruction, hoping to win the confidence of the Indians and convert them to Christianity.

Appalled by the living conditions of the Mikasuki-Seminole Indians in Florida, she worked to
umprove their lives by living and working with them, as well as teaching them. She helped them
revive their nearly extinct traditional skills and enconraged the incorporation of their intricate
patchwork designs into articles of clothing for both women and men, resulting in income for the
tribe due to their Mission store's sales.

Harriet Bedell emphasized health and education rather than religions conversion in her work with
the Seminoles; their spiritual and physical comfort was more important to her than religions
conversion, and her work and friendship with the Seminoles of Florida reflected those values.

We share reflections on the day’s scripture and readings.

What do you notice?

What is speaking to yon?

What difference does it make?

How do any of these readings, or the work of Harriet Bedell impact your
life today?

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant  The Lord be with you.
Peaple And also with you.
Officiant ~ Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.

Give peace, O Lotd, in all the world;

For only in you can we live in safety.
Lotd, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;

Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
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The Collect of the Day

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of the
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see
your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Commemoration: Harriet Bedell

Holy God, fill us with compassion and respect for all people, and empower us for
the work of ministry whether near or far away; that like thy servant Harriet Bedell,
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, and by
giving up ourselves to your service. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that
our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered
from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies
of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

A Prayer for Mission

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon
us the spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace
may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please add your own thanksgivings or prayers, silently, or aloud, or in the chat

We pray for healing for those on the parish prayer list, including: Kristin Baird,
Geoff Blackett, Donna Boudtreau, Bob, Peter Brown, Bruna, Cathie Cardelucci,
Lydia Cedrone, Ann Daily, Debbie, John and Richard DeNatale, Peggy Downs,
Evelyn Bourne Fell, David Fieldhouse, Connor Gallagher, Kristen Goddard,
Louise Haldeman, Heidi, Karen Dodd Howard, JD, Jack Jephson, Ted Jobe,
Ginny Johnson, Jordan, Tim Kelsey, Larry, Ken Leach, Linda, Kevin MacKenzie,
Mark Martino, Mary, Don McCarter, Sara Murphy, Neil, Steve Newman, Judith
Oder, Jim O’Reilly, Joe, Jane Pennacchia, Muriel Peters, Dustin Pollard, Mo
Pollman, Susan Quinn, Rebecca, Jude Ruzicka, Alison Shaw, Timothy Springer,
Trudy, Vanessa, Amy Walsh, Bill & Jan, Kelly, and Alan Wright.



The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21



