Night Prayer

August 26, 2026
Augustine of Hippo (transferred)

From A New Zealand Prayer Book,
adapted to include elements of BCP Evening Prayer

The offering of prayer late in the evening, by laity, religious orders or clergy, often called
Compline, has sometimes been described as the ‘goodnight prayer of the Church’. It
rounds off the day and prepares us for a quiet night. As the psalmist wrote:

1 lie down in peace and take my rest
foritis in God alone that I dwell unafraid.

Night Prayer derives its content from the wisdom of the centuries in Scripture and above
all in the psalms, but also from contemporary Christian experience of God. It celebrates
the awareness that each of us who tries to pray is a part of the human whole. So we are
taken over the threshold from daytime, not in a mood of self-centered spirituality, but as
representatives of humanity, acknowledging our creaturehood before God.

APPROACH

The angels of God guard us through the night,
and quieten the powers of darkness.

The Spirit of God be our guide
to lead us to peace and to glory.

It is but lost labor that we haste to rise up early, and so late take rest, and eat
the bread of anxiety.
For those beloved of God are given gifts even while they sleep. (Ps 127.3)

My brothers and sisters, our help is in the name of the eternal God,
who is making the heavens and the earth.


http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Augustine_Hippo.htm

CONFESSION

Dear God, thank you for all that is good,

for our creation and for our humanity,

for the stewardship you have given us of this planet earth,
for the gifts of life and of one another,

for your love which is unbounded and eternal.

O thou, most holy and beloved, our Companion,
our Guide upon the way, our bright evening star.

We repent the wrongs we have done:

Silence

We have wounded your love.

O God, heal us.

We stumble in the darkness.

Light of the world transfigure us.
We forget that we are your home.
Spirit of God, dwell in us.

Leader: Eternal Spirit, living God, in whom we live and move and have our being,
all that we are, have been, and shall be is known to you, to the very secret of our
hearts and all that rises to trouble us. Living flame burn into us, cleansing wind,
blow through us, fountain of water, well up within us, that we may love and praise
in deed and in truth. Amen.

INVOCATION

Eternal Spirit, flow through our being and open our lips,
that our mouths may proclaim your praise.

Let us worship the God of love.
Thanks be to God!



The Psalm

Psalm 87

On the holy mountain stands the city he has founded; *
the Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.

Glorious things are spoken of you, *
O city of our God.

I count Egypt and Babylon among those who know me; *
behold Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia: in Zion were they born.

Of Zion it shall be said, "Everyone was born in her, *
and the Most High himself shall sustain her."

The Lord will record as he enrolls the peoples, *
"These also were born there."

The singers and the dancers will say, *
""All my fresh springs are in you."

READINGS

First Reading: Hebrews 12:22-29

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the
spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant,
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when
they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if
we reject the one who warns from heaven! At that time his voice shook the earth;
but now he has promised, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also
the heaven.” This phrase ‘Yet once more’ indicates the removal of what is
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shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain.
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give
thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe;
for indeed our God is a consuming fire.

Response:
Hymn (spoken together)

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in my eyes, and in my looking;

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;

God be at my end, and at my departing.

Second Reading: John 14:5-15

Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said
to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the
Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me
does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will
do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name
you ask me for anything, I will do it.

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.



Augustine:
Because God has made us for Himself,
our hearts are restless until they rest in Him.

Hope has two beautiful daughters, their names are Anger and Courage. Anger at
the way things are, and Courage to see that they do not remain as they are.

Silence to prayerfully collect our thoughts

Consider: How does your life show that you believe God’s
promises in today’s Scripture?

PRAYERS

Into your hands, O God, I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O God of truth and love.

Keep me, O God, as the apple of your eye;
hide me under the shadow of your wings.

Preserve us, O God, while waking, and guard us while sleeping, that awake we
may watch with Christ, and asleep may rest in your peace.

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis

Praise be to God, I have lived to see this day.
God’s promise is fulfilled, and my duty done.

At last you have given me peace,

for I have seen with my own eyes

the salvation you have prepared for all nations —
a light to the world in its darkness,

and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory be to God, sustaining, redeeming, sanctifying,
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever.
Amen.



Collect of the Day

Lord God, the light of the minds that know you, the life of the souls that love you,
and the strength of the hearts that serve you: Help us, following the example of your
servant, Augustine of Hippo, so to know you that we may truly love you, and so to
love you that we may fully serve you, whose service is perfect freedom; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Preserve us, O God, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping,

that awake we may watch with Christ,
and asleep may rest in your peace.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

We offer intercessions and thanksgivings from our heart

either silently or aloud or in the chat function.

We pray for healing for those on the parish prayer list, including: Darryl Abbey,
Andrew, Donna Boudreau, Debbie and Evelyn Bourne, Peter Brown, Lydia
Cedrone, Jacob DeCarlen-Bumiller, John DeNatale, Donna, Peggy Downs, Eric,
Erica, Kristen Goddard, Michelle Hager, Karen Dodd Howard, CJ, Ginny Johnson,
Jonathan, Ken Leach, Linda, Kevin MacKenzie, Mark Martino, Sara Murphy,
Muriel Peters, Mo Pollman, Rebecca, Carolyn and Jeff Robinson, Keith Santarelli,
Kristin Schomer, Trudy, Amy Walsh, Charlie Wisner, Kelly Wood, and Alan
Wright.



The Lord’s Prayer

Eternal Spirit,

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,

Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples

of the world!

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom

sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and for ever. Amen.

[ will lie down in peace and take my rest,

for it is in God alone that I dwell unafraid.

Let us bless the Earth-maker, the Pain-bearer, the Life-giver,
let us praise and exalt God above all for ever.

May God’s name be praised beyond the furthest star,
glorified and exalted above all for ever.

Night Prayer
Lord,
it is night.

The night is for stillness.
Let us be still in the presence of God.
It is night after a long day.



What has been done has been done;
what has not been done has not been done;
let it be.

The night is dark.
Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you.

The night is quiet.
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all who have no
peace.

The night heralds the dawn.
Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities.
In your name we pray. Amen.

Sentences to keep us

Christ be within us to keep us,
beside us to guard,
before us to lead,
behind us to protect,
beneath us to support,
above us to bless.

The blessing of God, the eternal goodwill of God, the shalom of God, the wildness
and the warmth of God, be among us and between us, now and always.

Final Versicle
The divine Spirit dwells in us.
Thanks be to God.



