Evening Prayer
February 4, 2026

Wednesday after the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson, Prophetic Witnesses 1683, 1643

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12

Confession of Sin Enriching Our Worship

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Stilence may be kept.

God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,

and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us

through our Savior Jesus Christ,

that we may abide in your love

and serve only your will.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter

BCP p. 117

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.


http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/roger_williams_anne_hutchinson.htm

O Gracious Light

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Psalm 119: Kaph BCP p. 770

My soul has longed for your salvation; *
I have put my hope in your word.
My eyes have failed from watching for your promise, *
and I say, “When will you comfort me?”
I have become like a leather flask in the smoke, *
but I have not forgotten your statutes.
How much longer must I wait? *
when will you give judgment against those who persecute me?
The proud have dug pits for me; *
they do not keep your law.
All your commandments are true; *
help me, for they persecute me with lies.
They had almost made an end of me on earth, *
but I have not forsaken your commandments.
In your loving-kindness, revive me, *
that I may keep the decrees of your mouth.

Psalm 119: Yodh BCP p. 769

Your hands have made me and fashioned me; *
give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments.
Those who fear you will be glad when they see me, *
because I trust in your word.
I know, O LORD, that your judgments are right *
and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me.



Let your loving-kindness be my comfort, *
as you have promised to your servant.
Let your compassion come to me, that I may live, *
tfor your law is my delight.
Let the arrogant be put to shame, for they wrong me with lies; *
but I will meditate on your commandments.
Let those who fear you turn to me, *
and also those who know your decrees.
Let my heart be sound in your statutes, *
that I may not be put to shame.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson Heb. 11:23-31

A Reading from the Book of Hebrews.

By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his birth, because
they saw that the child was beautiful; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.
By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called a son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God than to
enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to
be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to the
reward. By faith he left Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger; for he persevered as
though he saw him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the
sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the
firstborn of Israel. By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry
land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the
walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab
the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had
received the spies in peace.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle L. A Song of Christ’s Humility Philippians 2:6-11

Though in the form of God, *
Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,

But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, *
and was born in human likeness.



Being found in human form, he humbled himself *
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.
Therefore, God has highly exalted him *
and given him the name above every name,
That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, *
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, *
to the glory of God the Father.

The Second Lesson John 6:52-59

A Reading from the Gospel According to John.

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his
flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my
flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day;
tor my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and
drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I
live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the
bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things
while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 17. The Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised,;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Roger Williams (London 1603), was ordained as a priest and served in
Church of England but emigrated to the U.S (Rhode Island) in search of
religious liberty when he found he conld not abide by the high church rulings.
He objected to the ability of civil anthorities to punish religions offenses,



adyocated for a wall of separation of religions and civil powers and believed it
was a fundamental right of all people to follow their consciences in matters of
religions beliefs.

Anne Hutchinson (born 1591) in England emigrated to Massachusetts in
search of religious liberty. An outspoken adyocate for rights and equality of
women from dominant Puritan views, she held meetings in her home for critical
examination of her faith. Her challenges resulted in her status as a dissident to
religious, state, and civil anthorities. In sum, her beliefs were that she answered
only to God, and that no current civil or religions authorities could be her

Judge.

Today, both Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson are remembered as early
champions of religions liberty in the U.S. and as prophets of an individual's
freedom: of fellowship with the creator. (A Great Cloud of Witnesses)

Reflections:

We share reflections on the day’s scripture and readings:
o What do you notice?
o What is speaking to you?
o What difference does it make?
o What impact if any does it have in onr current environment?

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant  Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A

7. Show us your mercy, O Lord,;

R. And grant us your salvation.

7. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R Let your people sing with joy.

7. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

R For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R, And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
7. Let your way be known upon earth;

R. Your saving health among all nations.
7. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;



R, Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
7. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R, And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth:
Mercitully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Commemoration: Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson

O God our light and salvation, who makes all free to worship you: May we ever
strive to be faithful to your call, following the example of Roger Williams and
Anne Hutchinson, that we may faithfully set our hands to the Gospel plow,
confident in the truth proclaimed by your Son Jesus Christ; who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that
our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered
from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies
of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

A Prayer for Mission

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon
us the spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace
may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please add your own thanksgivings or prayers, silently, or aloud, or in the chat.

We pray for healing for those on the parish prayer list, including: Geoff
Blackett, Donna Boudreau, Debbie Bourne, Evelyn Bourne, Peter Brown, Lydia
Cedrone, Jacob DeCarlen-Bumiller, John and Richard DeNatale, Peggy Downs,
David Fieldhouse, Connor Gallagher, Mary Gasson, Kristen Goddard, Louise
Haldeman, Heidi, Karen Dodd Howard, JD, CJ, Jack Jephson, Ted Jobe, Ginny
Johnson, Tim Kelsey, Larry, Ken Leach, Carol Lynch, Kevin MacKenzie, Mark



Martino, Don McCarter, Sara Murphy, Neil, Steve Newman, Judith Oder, Jim
O’Reilly, Joe, Jane Pennacchia, Muriel Peters, Dustin Pollard, Mo Pollman, Susan
Quinn, Rebecca, Linda Russo, Timothy Springer, Trudy, Vanessa, Amy Walsh, Bill
& Jan, Kelly, and Alan Wright.

The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21
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