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Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

Evening Prayer 

September 9, 2026 

Alexander Crummell (transferred) 

 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him. 
   Psalm 96:9 

 

Confession of Sin 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
    the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
  

http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Alex_Crummell.htm
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O Gracious Light 

Light of the world, 
in grace and beauty, 

Mirror of God’s eternal face, 
Transparent flame of love’s free duty, 

You bring salvation to our race. 
 

Now, as we see the lights of evening, 
We raise our voice in hymns of praise; 

Worthy are you of endless blessing, 
Sun of our night, 
lamp of our days. 

 

Psalm 19: 7-11 

The law of the Lord is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
 
The statutes of the Lord are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 
 
The fear of the Lord is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 
 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 
 
By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

The First Lesson Job 29:1,30:1-2,16-31 

A Reading from the Book of Job. 

Job again took up his discourse and said: 

“But now they make sport of me, those who are younger than I, whose fathers I would 
have disdained to set with the dogs of my flock. What could I gain from the strength of 
their hands? All their vigor is gone. “And now my soul is poured out within me; days of 
affliction have taken hold of me. The night racks my bones, and the pain that gnaws me 
takes no rest. With violence he seizes my garment; he grasps me by the collar of my 
tunic. He has cast me into the mire, and I have become like dust and ashes. I cry to you 
and you do not answer me; I stand, and you merely look at me. You have turned cruel 
to me; with the might of your hand you persecute me. You lift me up on the wind, you 
make me ride on it, and you toss me about in the roar of the storm. I know that you will 
bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living. “Surely one does not turn 
against the needy, when in disaster they cry for help. Did I not weep for those whose 
day was hard? Was not my soul grieved for the poor? But when I looked for good, evil 
came; and when I waited for light, darkness came. My inward parts are in turmoil, and 
are never still; days of affliction come to meet me. I go about in sunless gloom; I stand 
up in the assembly and cry for help. I am a brother of jackals, and a companion of 
ostriches. My skin turns black and falls from me, and my bones burn with heat. My lyre 
is turned to mourning, and my pipe to the voice of those who weep. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle C. The Song of Hannah  1 Samuel 2: 1-8 

My heart exults in you, O God; * 
my triumph song is lifted in you. 
 

My mouth derides my enemies, * 
for I rejoice in your salvation. 
 

There is none holy like you, * 
nor any rock to be compared to you, our God. 
 

Do not heap up prideful words or speak in arrogance; * 
Only God is knowing and weighs all actions. 
 

The bows of the mighty are broken, * 
but the weak are clothed in strength. 
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Those once full now labor for bread, * 
those who hungered now are well fed. 
 

The childless woman has borne sevenfold, * 
while the mother of many is forlorn. 
 

God destroys and brings to life, casts down and raises up; * 
gives wealth or takes it away, humbles and dignifies. 
 

God raises the poor from the dust; * 
and lifts the needy from the ash heap 
 

To make them sit with the rulers * 
and inherit a place of honor. 
 

For the pillars of the earth are God’s * 
on which the whole earth is founded. 

The Second Lesson John 11: 1-16 

A Reading from the Gospel according to John. 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then 
after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who 
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, 
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The 
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, 
had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, 
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle N. A Song of Christ’s Humility Philippians 2: 6-11 

Though in the form of God, * 
Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God, 
 
But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, * 
and was born in human likeness. 
 
Being found in human form, he humbled himself * 
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
 
Therefore, God has highly exalted him * 
and given him the name above every name, 
 
That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, * 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, * 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 
 
Reverend Alexander Crummell was a pioneering African American Episcopal priest, missionary, 
educator, abolitionist, and scholar. Although denied admission to General Theological Seminary because 
of his race, he pursued theological studies elsewhere and was ordained an Episcopal deacon in 1842 and 
priest in 1844.  
He spent approximately twenty years in Liberia, serving as an Episcopal missionary, priest, educator, 
and professor at Liberia College. Returning to the United States in 1873, Crummell settled in 
Washington, D.C., where he became an important leader among Black Episcopalians. In 1883, he 
organized the Conference of Church Workers Among Colored People, an organization that eventually 
contributed to the development of the Union of Black Episcopalians. In 1897, shortly before his death, 
he founded the American Negro Academy, promoting scholarship and intellectual achievement among 
African Americans. 
For the Episcopal Church today, Crummell's legacy is especially significant: he combined deep Christian 
faith with a commitment to education, racial justice, Black leadership, and the creation of institutions 
where Black people could exercise their gifts and leadership. 
 
We share reflections on the day’s scripture and readings. 
   What do you notice? 
   What is speaking to you? 
   What difference does it make? 
   What role does education / formation play in the church today? 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Suffrages A 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

Alexander Crummell 

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for your servant Alexander Crummell, 
whom you called to preach the gospel to those who were far off and to those who were 
near: Raise up, in this and every land, evangelists and heralds of your kingdom, that your 
church may proclaim the unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud 
who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of 
your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Peace 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: 
Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds 
may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all 
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our 
Savior. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Mission 

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon us 
the spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace may 
increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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We offer intercessions and thanksgivings from our heart either silently or aloud or in the chat function. 

 

We pray for healing for those on the parish prayer list, including: Andrew, Debbie and 
Evelyn Bourne, Peter Brown, Lydia Cedrone, John Claya, Jacob DeCarlen-Bumiller, 
John DeNatale, Donna, Peggy Downs, Dutchy, Erica, Kristen Goddard, Michelle 
Hager, CJ, Ginny Johnson, Jonathan, Chris Kelsey, Ken Leach, Linda, Kevin 
MacKenzie, Mark Martino, Sara Murphy, Muriel Peters, Mo Pollman, Rebecca, Carolyn 
and Jeff Robinson, Cheryl Russo, Keith Santarelli, Trudy, CV, Amy Walsh, Charlie 
Wisner, Kelly Wood, and Alan Wright. 

The General Thanksgiving  BCP p. 101 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
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Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 

for ever and ever. Amen.      Ephesians 3:20, 21 


